Hittite (nom. sg.) hal-ki-iš ‘barley; grain’ 
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This is the sixth in a series of papers dealing with Anatolian (Hittite) etymology. As 
in the previous papers, I will be using the glottalic model of Proto-Indo-European 
consonantism (more accurately, Proto-Indo-Anatolian consonantism — for details, cf. 
Bomhard 2024) followed, in parentheses, by the traditional reconstruction (on which, cf. 
Byrd 2018). 


According to Kloekhorst (2008:274—275) and Puhvel (1984— .3:35—39), Hittite 
(nom. sg.) fal-ki-is ‘grain; grain-crop; (specifically) barley’ does not have any known 
Anatolian or non-Anatolian cognates, though Puhvel does note that “... [Aal-ki-is] may 
have lingered on in Anatolian Gk. &Mé ‘spelt’! ... borrowed into Lat. (h)alica ‘spelt’ 
(from acc. sg. GAtKa ...), and is perhaps attested also in Etr. haly, halyza, halyze, possibly 
‘beer’ (made with barley ...)”. Cf. also Friedrich 1991:47; Tischler 1977— .1:133—134. 

The following forms are attested: (nom. sg.) Hal-ki-is (MH/MS); (acc. sg.) Aal-ki-in 
(OS); (gen. sg.) hal-ki-as (OS), hal-ki-va-as (OS); (dat.-loc .sg.) hal-ki-i (MH/MS); (abl.) 
hal-ki-ya-za, hal-ki-ya-az; (instr.) hal-ki-it (OS); (nom. pl.) hal-ki-e-es (MH/MS), 
hal-ki™^-aš (MH/MS), hal-ki™!^-uš (NS); (acc. pl.) hal-ki-us (MH/MS), hal-ki™!^-uš 
(MH/MS), hal-ki#"'4-as (MH/MS), hal-ki-ya-as (NS).7 It is also used as a theonym: (nom. 
sg.) PHal-ki-is, PHal-ki§ ‘barley-god’. 

Here, once again, much can be learned from consulting Buck (1949:§8.42 GRAIN; 
Generic = British Corn; §8.44 BARLEY). Buck notes: “Several [words for ‘grain’] come 
from such notions as ‘food, means of life, bread, fruit of the soil, good’, with specialized 
applications to the cereals from their prime importance as food products”. Note here, 
especially, Celtic (no. 5 in Buck 1949:§8.42 GRAIN): Old Irish ith ‘grain’; Welsh yd 
‘grain’; Breton ed ‘grain’ all originally ‘nourishment, food’ (cf. Matasović 2009:131 
*fitu- ‘food’); related to: Sanskrit pitu-h ‘nourishment, food’; Avestan pitu- ‘food’; Old 
Church Slavic pitéti ‘to feed, to nourish’ (cf. Derksen 2008:401). 

On this basis, it seems to me that the place we should be looking for possible cognates 
of Hittite hal-ki-is is the Proto-Indo-European root which Pokorny (1959:26—27) 
reconstructs as *al- ‘to grow, to nourish’ (> Latin alð ‘to suckle, to nurse, to feed; to 
nourish, to supply with food; to support, to sustain, to maintain’, alimentum “nourishment, 
nutriment; food, provisions; sustenance, maintenance’; Greek GAdaiv@ ‘to make grow, to 
strengthen’, dAdjoKe [intr.] ‘to grow’; Old Irish alid ‘to rear’; Gothic alan ‘to grow’, 
alands ‘nourished’; etc. [cf. Beekes 2010.1:62; Chantraine 1968—1980.1:55; Hofmann 
1966:11; Frisk 1970—1973.1:65; Lehmann 1986:25; Feist 1939:34]; Kroonen 2013:19; 


' According to Beekes (2010.1:69), Greek &ug ‘spelt’ is “a loanword from an unknown language”. 
? Abbreviations: MH = Middle Hittite; MS = middle script; OS = old script; NS = new script. 
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2 Hittite (nom. sg.) Aal-ki-is “barley; grain’ 


Orél 2003:12; Ernout—Meillet 2001:23—24; Walde—Hofmann 1965—1972.1:3 1—32; 
De Vaan 2008:35).° 

In terms of Proto-Indo-Anatolian, this root is to be reconstructed as *H2al- (*Hzél-) 
(v.) ‘to feed, to nourish; to make grow’, (n.) ‘food, nourishment’. Thus, Hittite hal-ki-is 
would be a nominal derivative of this root, most likely originally meaning something like 
‘food, nourishment’ as in Latin alimentum ‘nourishment, nutriment; food, provisions; 
sustenance, maintenance’. It later became specialized in the meaning ‘grain; barley’ 
“from their prime importance as food products” (quoted, as above, from Buck 1949:§8.42 
GRAIN). m 
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